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MORRIS OFFERS YOU 
• Access by All Weather Highways 
• 2 Ra i I roads (Ma in Line G. N .) 
• 480 Available Workers (25 mile Radius) 
• Trade Center for 50,000 ·People 
• 363 Acre State Recreational Reserve 
• Hunting and Fishing Variety 
New $340,000 Lagoon Type Sewage 
System 
Excellent Water Supply 
• 4,200 Friendly Neighbors 
• Community Planning 
• Stable Property Values 
• New 4 Year College 
University of Minnesota, Morris 
• Research Facilities 
University of Minnesota 
USDA Research Field Station 
West Central Experiment Station 
Morris, Minnesota Community Inventory 
Morris is the county seat of Stevens County. It is located in the rich, well diversified agricultural area 
of West Central Minnesota - 150 miles west of Minneapolis-St. Paul, 100 miles south of . Fargo-Moor-
head, and 242 miles to inland Port of Duluth. 
POPULATION 
Morris 
Increase of 30 




- 1930 to 1940 
- 1940 to 1950 
11,106 
MAJOR SOURCE OF INCOME 
Farming - Stevens County 
Principal crops - corn and soybeans 
1960 
4,199 - An increase of 9.7 o 
between 1950 and 1960 
11,262 
Fast growing stocker-feeder cattle area Live cattle sold - 1954 - 12,230; 1959 - 24,876; 
increase of 103 o. Live hogs sold - 1954 - 40,700; 1959 - 66,635; increase of 63 . Total num-
ber farm acres fertilized - 1954 - 38,653; 1959 - 80,825; increase of 111 o. 1959 milk pro-
duction is 1,000,000 lbs. a year over 1954. 
1959 Census of Agriculture reports 1,147 farms , average size - 304 acres , 533 owner-operated, 
301 part owned-part rented, 312 tenant farmers. Average value per acre $141.19 - Compared 




Green's Milling Company 
Chandler-Wilbert Vault Company 
Schmidgall Sand & Ready-Mix 
Morris Sun & Tribune 
MAJOR WHOLESALERS 
Henry's Candy Company 
Eames Distributing 
RETAIL SERVICES 








Retail sales and services provide the major secondary source of community income dependent 
upon the farm economy in an estimated dominant trade area of 50,000 people. U. S. Census of 
Business 1954 and 1958 revealed high in 1958 of sales per capita $2,420 (State $1 ,170) and high 
percentage increase 1954-1958 of 33 .9 o (State increase 15 o). 
CITY SERVICES 
Government - City manager; 5-man commission elected at large; City Planning Committee - pro-
fessional firm hired June, 1960. 
Police Department - Chief and 4 patrolmen; 24-hour protection ; radio service with county sheriff 
and state highway patrol. 
Fire Department - 25-man volunteer fire company equipped with 3 trucks ; Class 7 insurance. 
Other - Municipal on and off sale. 
SCHOOLS 
Type Number Enrollment 
Public Elementary 2 561 
Parochial (1-9) 1 250 
Vocational Training 
Junior High 1 346 Commercial, industrial arts 
Senior High 1 396 Commercial, industrial arts 
College - 4-yea·r - University of Minnesota, Morris started in September, 1960 with a freshman class 
of 238. Estimated enrollment by 1970, over 1000 students. 
MEDICAL FACILITIES 
Hospital ~ 50-bed Stevens County Memorial Hospital; modern; $600,000; completed in 1951; fully 
accredited. 3 rest homes. 
Doctors - Staff of eight physicians residing in the County. 
Medical Services - 6 dentists ; 1 oculist; 2 optometrists; 4 chiropractors; 2 veterinarians. 
RECREATION 
Minnesot,a's finest resort and fishing areas within minutes ; excellent pheasant hunting. 
Modern 8-lane bowling center; theatre and drive-in theatre. 
Parks - 25-acre municipal recreation area including lighted baseball park; 2 smaller city parks equip-
ped with horseshoe pits, picnic tables, etc. Pomme de Terre State Park - picnic grounds; pa-
vilion; swimming. 
Golf and Country Club - New modern clubhouse; 9-hole golf course with grass greens; outdoor 
swimming pool; trap shooting facilities. 
Libraries - Carnegie Public Library containing 10,000 volumes; University library. 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 
(Bond issues voted in last 5 years) - 1958 - $50,000 storm sewers; 1931 - $340,000 sewage 




Morris State Bank 
First Federal Savings & Loan 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 





Housing - New homes built in 1959 - 34; new homes built in 1960 - 40; increase of 18% . 
Building Pe·rmits - 1959, $373,750; 1960, $662,050; increase of 77 a . 
Additions - 2 new additions were platted in 196 0 with a total of 226 lots. 
Hotels - 2; 60 and 72 bed capacity. 
Motels - 2; Total accommodations - 26 units. Cabin court - 4 units . 
Restaurants - 10. 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Telephone Company - Northwestern Bell - Toll circuits - 38. 
Telegraph Company - Western Union (open 7 days a week). 
Post Office - First class. 
Radio Stati-on - KMRS; 1,000 watts (1570). 
Television - Channel 7, KCMT Alexandria (NBC, ABC). 
Newspaper - Morris Sun & Tribune (Tuesday and Friday). Circulation over 3,000. 
RELIGIOUS AND CIVIC 
Churches - Five Lutheran; Catholic; Federated (Congregational and Methodist); Baptist; Assembly 
of God. 
Civic Groups - Chamber of Commerce, Junior Chamber of Commerce, Lions, Kiwanis, Industrial 
Development Corporation, West Central Educational Development Association. 
* December 31, 1960 
OTH ER FACILITIES 
West Central Experiment Station - A unit of the University of Minnesota, Institute of Agriculture~ 
devoted to agricultural research. Projects include Agronomy, Animal Husbandry, Dair Hus-
bandry, Horticulture, and Farm Management. 
Nori'h Central Soil and W ater Conservation Resea rch Field Station (USDA) - Concerned with soil and 
water management and re~earch in a 38,000, 'JOO acre area comprising parts of Minnesota, South 
Dakota, orth Dakota and Ivw, 
M innesota H ighway Department - lieadquarten for Maintenance District 8. 
Minnesota National Guard Armory - Headquart ~rs Company D First Battle Group, 136th Infantry. 
Stevens County Fa ir Grounds - Stock car race track. Grand stand seating capacity, 2,000. 
Stevens County Cou rt House - Modern, complet ed in 1957, cost $400,000. 
CO STRUCTION AND REPAIRS 
3 general contractors; ready-mix plant; block plant; custom carpentry shop; 4 plumbing contrac-
tors; 3 machine shops; 10 auto repair shops· 1 electrical contractor. 
UTILI T IES 
E ectr ic Power - Furnished by Otter Tail Power o. Present sub-station capacity of 8:000 KV A con-
nected load 3,000 KVA. Available additional capacity unlimited because of interconnected line 
system. Industrial and commercial rates available. 
W ater - Source - 3 surface wells· 1.728,000 gal. daily capacity; maximum 500,000 gal. 1 da u e 
in July. 500,000 g 1. tower 1-1lus million gallon storage tank reserve. 
Sewer - Capacity built to handle community with a population of 8,000. Lagoon type. 
TRAN SPORTAT ION 
Rai lroads - Transcontinental main line Great orthern Railway; 2 freights daily; excellent pass n-
ger service. Branch line or thern Pacific; al ternate days. Freight transit time - Minneapolis -
12 hours ; Minot - 1 day; Chicago - l V2 days· ew York - 3 days. Passenger service - Ex-
cellent daily service East and West. 
T ruck Lines - Raymond and local contract carr iers LCL. 
Airport - Municipal, 3,250 ft. graded. Daily charter service available. Permanent light and other 
improvements in planning stage for immediate future. 
Bus Service - Daily service via Greyhound and Zelphyr lines . 
INDUSTRIAL SITES - BUILDINGS 
Zoned industrial locations are available in the Morris area to meet the needs of any business or 
industry. These sites vary from one acre to 160 acres and many have city sewer and water 
either in or adjacent to the property. Locations are available that offer trackage and direct ac-
cess to all weather highways. The manager of the Morris Chamber of Commerc serves as sec-
retary to the Morris Industrial Development Corporation and upon request will send an up-to-
date list of currently available sites and buildings. 
OUR OFFER -
We believe that a business must succeed on the merits of the products and services it offers. 
Morris Industrial Development Corporation was formed to offer you community support demon-
strated by non-profit shares investment in more jobs for more people. 
Buildings and land suitable to your operation. If desired we will build to your specifications and 
lease. 
FOR FURTHER CONFIDENTIAL INQUIRY SERVIC E WRITE : 
President 
Morris Industrial Development Corporation 
Post Office Box 327 
Morris, Minnesota 
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